How did Abolitionism Start?
Opposition to slavery was not a new concept when abolitionism started.  Since the inception of the Atlantic slave trade, which began in the 16th century, critics voiced their disapproval of the system.
      In an early effort to stop slavery, the American Colonization Society, founded in 1816, proposed the idea of freeing slaves and returning them back to Africa.  This solution was thought to be a compromise between antislavery activists and slavery supporters.  By 1860, nearly 12, 000 African Americans had been returned to Africa.
