HAND OUT #6 William Penn


William Penn Founder of Pennsylvania

One of Quakerism’s early converts was the son of a leading British admiral. Though used to a life of privilege, this fellow found himself thrust into confrontation with the authorities who were siding with the clergy against the Quakers. The young aristocrat became a public hero in England as a result of a court trial where he was accused of sedition when all he did was preach in the street to a meeting of Quakers who had been locked out of their assembly hall by the police. Acquitted by a jury, William Penn subsequently was able to persuade friends in high places to consider alternatives to persecuting Quakers. Eventually he worked out a deal with the Duke of York, the brother of the King, to open a colony for Quakers in North America, and in 1681 was granted the charter for Pennsylvania.

