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The Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society
The Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society was established in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1838. Founders included James Mott, Lucretia Mott, Robert Purvis, and John C. Bowers.  
In August 1850, William Still while working as a clerk for the Society, was assisting a fugitive slave calling himself "Peter Freedman". As the escapee's story was similar to many he had heard before, it took a while for Still to realize that Freedman was his long-lost brother. It was this incident that galvanized Still's resolve and compelled him to document his work with the Underground Railroad, later published in 1872 as The Underground Rail Road Records.[4]
In 1855, while working for the Society, Passmore Williamson and William Still helped Jane Johnson escape slavery while in Philadelphia with her master, a well-known congressman, John Hill Wheeler. As one of the first challenges to the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 the case created a scandal, with Williamson imprisoned for several months, charged with riot, forcible abduction, and assault. The judge in the case rejected an affidavit from Johnson affirming that there had been no abduction as "immaterial". Williamson eventually turned his cell into a virtual abolitionist media center, drawing visits from luminaries like Frederick Douglass. 

Robert Purvis, African American son of a wealthy white cotton broker, was a leading member during the life of the organization

The Pennsylvania Abolition Society was founded in 1775 at the Rising Sun Tavern in Philadelphia, as a Society for the "Relief for Free Negroes unlawfully held in Bondage." Its mission was later expanded in the 1780s to include "improving the Condition of the African Race."

In 1784, 18 men from Philadelphia reorganized the group as the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of Slavery, and was more commonly referred to as the Pennsylvania Abolition Society (PAS). The group grew to 82 members in two years, and inspired other cities to establish branches of their own. Both Benjamin Rush and Benjamin Franklin, signers of The Declaration of Independence, joined the Society and assisted in writing a new constitution for the organization. In 1788, PAS successfully petitioned the Pennsylvania legislature to amend the gradual abolition act of 1780 and in 1790 a petition to the U. S Congress resulted in the ban of slavery____ where?
Abolitionist Robert Purvis was admitted as the societies first black member in 1842. The Society has undergone several internal changes, but continues to exist today as the oldest abolition society in the United States. The Pennsylvania Abolition Society is now dedicated to the cause of combating racism. In 1984, a Pennsylvania State Historical Marker was placed on the corner of the original site of the building, Front Street, below Chestnut Street.

Chester County was home to a diverse patchwork of religious communities, antislavery activists and free Black populations, all working to end the blight of slavery during the Civil War era. Kennett Square was known as the “hotbed of abolitionism,” with more Underground Railroad stations than anywhere else in the nation.

