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THOMAS AND JOHN VICKERS

THOMAS VICKERS

Thomas Vickers (1757-1829) and his son, John (1780-1860), were Quaker potters, farmers, abolitionists and agents on the Underground Railroad, both known for their anti-slavery activism, helping to rescue many people from slavery during their lifetime, as well as being members of the Uwchlan Anti-Slavery Society. Slaves were often concealed in the hay among the pottery in the Vickers wagons, along with other places on their property in Chester County, Pa.
In fact, Thomas was one of the original members of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, formed in Philadelphia in 1777, with Benjamin Franklin as its first president. The entire Vickers family were active members of the Uwchlan Meeting House.  Thomas Vickers established a pottery near Downington, Pa., in the 1790s. In 1796, the tax lists for East Caln Township mention one frame pot house for Thomas Vickers farm. There were several deposits of clay near the pottery. The Black Horse Inn at the intersection of Reeceville Road and Kings Highway was the first home of Thomas Vickers when he moved from Plumstead, Bucks County to Caln township, Chester County.

JOHN VICKERS

He was one of the original members of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, formed in Philadelphia in 1777. In 1823, John Vickers purchased five acres for $800 and constructed the building for a pottery business. Many enslaved people found sanctuary in the building, which later became Vickers Tavern, then Vickers Restaurant in present-day Lionville.

